Playful Learning: The Power of Loose Parts

Learning and Teaching Expo 2022
with Rafaella Tung, M.Ed.
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If you believe the child to be
inquistive and creative,
competent and capable,

intelligent and whole,
then you will create

”

envrionments which reflect this.
- Loris Malaguzzi




Photo credit: Blooming Buds Preschool (HK); Nutsschool, Maastricht (Netherlands); Playright (HK)

“In any environment, both the
degree of inventiveness and
creativity, and the possibility of
discovery, are directly
proportional to the number and
kind of variables in it.”

- Simon Nicholson

Loose parts are:-

e Alluring
e Open-ended and offer endless
possibilities

Natural or manmade objects
Appeal to the senses
Moveable




Why Loose Parts?

e Children need to manipulate
their environments to learn and
grow across developmental
domains
Preferred for its variability
Self-directed and therefore
intrinsically motivating

® Inclusive and accessible to all

(Piaget 1952; Vygotsky 1967; Dewey 1990)




Developmental Benefits of Loose Parts

Higher order thinking
Divergent and creative thinking
Social-emotional

Early mathematics skills
Language and vocabulary
building

Early literacy skills

Fine and gross motor

(Bloom, 1956/2001; Daly & Beloglovsky, 2015)
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Loose Parts Journey: Reflections in the Mirror
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Loose Parts Journey: Reflections in the Mirror
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Photo credit: Nutsschool, Maastricht (Netherlands

“How Do We Get Children to Play Like That?”

Remove adult expectations

e (Create a sensory rich
environment that values
variables

e Observe closely, understand
fully, and respond with greater
sensitivity

e Engage in loose parts play
yourself!
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